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Lesson 1: Hardship and Change: A Hundred Years of Family Issues
W.11-12.3a

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view,
and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of
experiences or events.

W.11-12.3b

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

W.11-12.3d

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

W.11-12.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

W.11-12.5

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.

SL.11-12.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned exchange of ideas.

SL.11-12.1b

Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as
needed.

SL.11-12.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.

SL.11-12.1d

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims,
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required
to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
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Lesson 2: Home Life in Colonial America
W.9-10.1a

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

W.9-10.1b

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

W.9-10.1c

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

W.9-10.1d

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.9-10.1e

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

W.11-12.1a

Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create
an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.

W.11-12.1b

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns,
values, and possible biases.

W.11-12.1c

Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s)
and counterclaims.

W.11-12.1d

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.11-12.1e

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

Lesson 3: How will it Affect the Children?
SL.9-10.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned exchange of ideas.

SL.9-10.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate
others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions.

SL.9-10.1d

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views
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and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and
reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.3

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and
rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted
evidence.

SL.9-10.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose,
audience, and task.

SL.11-12.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned exchange of ideas.

SL.11-12.1b

Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as
needed.

SL.11-12.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.

SL.11-12.3

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice,
points of emphasis, and tone used.

SL.11-12.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and
distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning,
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization,
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and
a range of formal and informal tasks.

Lesson 4: Adolescence: "I Can't Control My Kid"
W.9-10.2a

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W.9-10.2b

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

W.9-10.2c

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.

W.9-10.2d

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.
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W.9-10.2e

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.11-12.2a

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

W.11-12.2b

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

W.11-12.2c

Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.

W.11-12.2d

Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

W.11-12.2e

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

SL.9-10.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned exchange of ideas.

SL.9-10.1b

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

SL.11-12.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned exchange of ideas.

SL.11-12.1b

Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as
needed.

Lesson 5: Fatherhood: An Evolving Concept
W.9-10.2a

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W.9-10.2b

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

W.9-10.2c

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
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W.9-10.2d

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

W.9-10.2e

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.11-12.2a

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

W.11-12.2b

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

W.11-12.2c

Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.

W.11-12.2d

Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

W.11-12.2e

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

SL.9-10.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate
others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions.

SL.11-12.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.

Lesson 6: The American Family: Past, Present, and Future
RI.9-10.7

Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a
person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details
are emphasized in each account.

W.9-10.3a

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or
events.

W.9-10.3b

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

W.9-10.3c

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.

W.9-10.3d

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

© The Center for Learning • www.centerforlearning.org

Common Core Standards: American Social Issues — Page 6

W.9-10.3e

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.

W.9-10.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

W.11-12.3a

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view,
and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of
experiences or events.

W.11-12.3b

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

W.11-12.3c

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).

W.11-12.3d

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

W.11-12.3e

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.

W.11-12.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

Lesson 7: American Family Structure: New Shapes, New Styles
SL.9-10.1b

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

SL.9-10.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate
others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions.

SL.11-12.1b

Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as
needed.

SL.11-12.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.

Lesson 8: Friends, Pilgrims, and Missionaries
SL.9-10.1b

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
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SL.9-10.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate
others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions.

SL.11-12.1b

Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as
needed.

SL.11-12.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.

Lesson 9: Religious Influence on American Place Names
SL.9-10.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned exchange of ideas.

SL.11-12.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned exchange of ideas.

Lesson 10: The Spirituals of the Sixties
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 11: The Religious Foundations of the Nonviolent Movement
W.9-10.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s
capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and
dynamically.

W.9-10.7

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

W.11-12.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback,
including new arguments or information.

W.11-12.7

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
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Lesson 12: Freedom of Religion: The First Amendment and Education
RI.9-10.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how
the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper).

RI.9-10.6

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.

RI.9-10.7

Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a
person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details
are emphasized in each account.

RI.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an
author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of
a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

RI.11-12.6

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric
is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the
power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.

RI.11-12.7

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to
address a question or solve a problem.

Lesson 13: Technology and the Human Spirit: the Artistic Vision
RI.9-10.6

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.

Lesson 14: Technology: Previews of Things to Come
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 15: Technology: The Bomb
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 16: Technology: Organ Transplants
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 17: The Impact of Television
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 18: The Popularity of Spectator Sports
W.9-10.1a

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
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W.9-10.1b

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

W.9-10.1c

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

W.9-10.1d

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.9-10.1e

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

W.11-12.1a

Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create
an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.

W.11-12.1b

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns,
values, and possible biases.

W.11-12.1c

Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s)
and counterclaims.

W.11-12.1d

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.11-12.1e

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

Lesson 19: The Danger of Sports as a Metaphor for Life
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 20: Racism in American Sports
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 21: The Little League Syndrome
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 22: Violence in American Sports
W.9-10.2a

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
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W.9-10.2b

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

W.9-10.2c

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.

W.9-10.2d

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

W.9-10.2e

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.11-12.2a

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

W.11-12.2b

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

W.11-12.2c

Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.

W.11-12.2d

Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

W.11-12.2e

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

Lesson 23: Guns, Violence, and the Second Amendment - Partners in Crime
W.9-10.2a

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W.9-10.2b

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

W.9-10.2c

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.

W.9-10.2d

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

W.9-10.2e

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.11-12.2a

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
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include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
W.11-12.2b

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

W.11-12.2c

Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.

W.11-12.2d

Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

W.11-12.2e

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

Lesson 24: Victims of Violent Crime
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 25: The Criminal in Our Society: Too Many Rights?
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 26: Punishment: An Eye for an Eye?
W.9-10.1a

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

W.9-10.1b

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

W.9-10.1c

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

W.9-10.1d

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.9-10.1e

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

W.11-12.1a

Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create
an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.

W.11-12.1b

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns,
values, and possible biases.
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W.11-12.1c

Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s)
and counterclaims.

W.11-12.1d

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.11-12.1e

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

Lesson 27: Native Americans: A Look at the Forgotten Americans
W.9-10.2a

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W.9-10.2b

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

W.9-10.2c

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.

W.9-10.2d

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

W.9-10.2e

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.11-12.2a

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

W.11-12.2b

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

W.11-12.2c

Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.

W.11-12.2d

Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

W.11-12.2e

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
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Lesson 28: Women in Our Society
W.9-10.1a

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

W.9-10.1b

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

W.9-10.1c

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

W.9-10.1d

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.9-10.1e

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

W.11-12.1a

Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create
an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.

W.11-12.1b

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns,
values, and possible biases.

W.11-12.1c

Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s)
and counterclaims.

W.11-12.1d

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.11-12.1e

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

Lesson 29: African Americans: From Slavery to Equality?
SL.9-10.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned exchange of ideas.

SL.9-10.1b

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

SL.9-10.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate
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others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views
and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and
reasoning presented.

SL.9-10.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose,
audience, and task.

SL.11-12.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned exchange of ideas.

SL.11-12.1b

Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as
needed.

SL.11-12.1c

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.

SL.11-12.1d

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims,
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required
to deepen the investigation or complete the task.

SL.11-12.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and
distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning,
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization,
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and
a range of formal and informal tasks.

Lesson 30: Racism
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 31: More Than Two Hundred Years of Discrimination
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 32: The American Melting Pot - Myth or Reality?
RL.9-10.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is
shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the
text.
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RL.9-10.10

By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

RL.11-12.2

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and
build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective
summary of the text.

RL.11-12.10

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Lesson 33: The Aging of America
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 34: Ready for Retirement?
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 35: Social Security: Where Did It Start? Where Should It Go?
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 36: Changing Times, Changing Laws
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 37: Aging Relatives
W.9-10.7

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

W.11-12.7

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Lesson 38: Life Cycle Changes: Why Can't I Stay Where I Am?
W.9-10.3a

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or
events.

W.9-10.3b

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

© The Center for Learning • www.centerforlearning.org

Common Core Standards: American Social Issues — Page 16

W.9-10.3c

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.

W.9-10.3d

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

W.9-10.3e

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.

W.11-12.3a

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view,
and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of
experiences or events.

W.11-12.3b

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

W.11-12.3c

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).

W.11-12.3d

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

W.11-12.3e

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.

Lesson 39: Land Use
No standards are available for this lesson.

Lesson 40: Preparing for the Future
No standards are available for this lesson.

Source
Common Core State Standards (Washington, D.C.: National Governors Association Center for Best Practices, Council of Chief
State School Officers, 2010)
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