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A widespread. and devamnng pidemic of bubanlc
and

enctry. Known D
Thia & lzele Bhazpe g By b undes the sk 1 prodoced on s

. i in 1347, bmuém o iy by Genoese shipsretu:
N EURope J ; o Rear East. ’
plague qul(kl» spread throughout Western Eul‘op

Humans initially contracted the disease from flea
bites, and the fleas that carried the bacteria often
lived in the fur of black rats. These rats liked to trav-
el and would hitch rides on ships, which helps
explain both how the plague first arrived in Europe
and how it spread so rapidly. Bites from bacteria-
Taden fleas caused bubonic plague; however, the dis-
ease could also spread from human to human, a
form of the disease known as pneumonic plague.
Poor hygiene in many European cities, towns, and
rural villages also contributed to the spread of the
plague. In addition, many poor and even middle-class
families tended to live together in a single crowded
house; often, the whole family would even sleep
together in just one bed. Such close quarters made it
easier for one family member to contract the disease
from another. At the time, medicine had no means o
deal with the plague, and all doctors could really do
was slightly alleviate a victim's suffering,
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‘The plague hit cities the hardest. London lost about a
third of its population, and many Italian cities were
hit hard as well-Florence alone lost somewhere
between one alf anl two-hids of s chizens. Before
the plaguc, however, many of these cies b

t0 suffer from overpopulation. B o so many
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in the years after the plague, the horrors of

through the time of the plague left many people feel-

ing scared and pessimistic. The material effects of the

1347 plague disappeared fairly quickly, but its psychologi-
cal effects lingered long afterward.

1348

1349
1350

Approximate Extent
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Critical-Thinking Questiol
‘What did the cities hit by the plague
in 1347 have in common?
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Starting in the 11th century, European towns and By the carly seventh century, Islam had become a potent

cities began to grow as population expanded. A force both religiously and militarily. The Islamic leader
= new class of artisans and merchants began to Muhammad had united diverse tribes to create a skilled and
- ) A o 300 00 mi grow as well, leading to greater production of experienced army; in the oo of the

a ] centuris,this army managed o capture many i i

WVedrevaiNrad AN oods and an upsurge n trade. In o T Ko P i e bt P,
; L 300 600 km addition, farmers started to sell some of their Persia, northern Africa, and nearly all of Spain. As 1
e crops in the cities' expanding markets, thus mov- quer , the Muslim armies destroye
- . ing away from a purely subsistence economy. Chiistian viliages and monastries hey aiso sold many con
Long-distance overland trade carried many risks ered Christians into sla imosity-as well as military

5) and required a significant
tal. As a consequence, only pro-
st s e of mehants sonded for Chitstians becauseof potential persecuton by the Turks.
o get involved in this enterprise. POLAND 111095 Pope Urban T issued a callTo & hly et agains the
Nuslims, The main goal o this war was to recapture
Jerusalem from the “infidels.” The pope promised indul-

Several European cities grew into major trading
RUSSIA L3 centers; many of these specialized in one type of

“tandonl e et - ’ gences (these provided for a remission of penaltics the.
Winchestor 870 HOLY X product or industry. For example, since the Italian ATLANTIC g 9 hurch imposed on people who sined) to hose who fought
ATLANTIC I Luiblin d peninsula grew 10 become a crossroads for rrade o regain the cy.

OCEAN

between Asia and Europe, Italian merchants s
cialzed In exati goods from Asia of North Atrica
such as silks and spices. Meanwhile, because
Flemish artisans and merchants had easy access
to fine English wool, cities such as Bruges an
Ghent became centers for the international textile
trade. In addition to the trade centers in cities,
merchants would also hold regional fairs that

‘The First Crusade lasted from 1096 to 1099, ending when the
Crosdors conquered el afer 40 doy s, e
od of relative peace lasted until 1144, when the

tured the ity of dessa and saughtered most av i Inhabl-
tants, including a Cheistian archbishop. As a result, In 1845
an outraged Pope Eugenius I ssued a callfo a econd e
sade. An army composed of mostly French and German cru-

Prie, drew people from all over Europe and showcased leader Conrad Il unwisely convinced the King of Jerusalem
a wide variety of goods. o attack the Syrian city of Damascus,in spite of the fact that

e crusaders had 4 truce with the ity The attack setted
», 4 parbonng ‘The increase in trade led to an increase in finance imoa siege Ll;alc»ﬂc?m]all) e 130 Jouskem e
ecome weaker and isolated, an the Turks regained control

PAIN and b as well: cities like Florence were able of the city in “
- lo build thmr ‘wealth and reputati mn as centers of
- JBarcelana b rather than trading. Financial innovations In 1189, the city of Jerusalem lay under the control of the.
[ A such as lcltus of credit, bllsmcss rcgls(cxs, and K'\I‘]ﬂ'dl;\lﬂl 1nﬂL\CY Saladin. That Wﬂfv "
Valencia 2 diversification of investments all first appeared called for another crusade. The Third Crusade began when

®  Towns holding fairs

©  Major commercial centers.

Majes trache routes

and became widely used during medieval times.

As the merchant classes grew and amassed
greater and greater wealth, governments grew
wealthier as well through taxation. Cities began to
appear more moder, with tmproved roads sl
PUblc structures Ultmately, the rowth of
medieval trade helped lay the foundations for the
Renaissance and also provided the seed for devel-
opments that would eventually undermine the
feudal structure of sociey.

Critical-Thinking Question:
Why do you think most of the fairs
were held in western Europe rather
than in eastern Europe or Russia?

First Criiade Third Crusade
1096-1099 1189-1192

e Frederik | Barbarossa and his 700ps cap-
tured the Seljuk Turk capital of Iconium, Frederick di
ina river soon afterward, and his leaderless forces proved fo
di in 1191, a combined force of
Brish French, and German crusaders bisieged and eventual-
Iy 100K the city of Acre. The British commander Richard, how-
B nare e rench i G Jeaders. and they wit
drew. Richard then attempted 1o capture.
Could ot defeat Saladisar. I 1193, Richar and Sl
signed a treaty that left Jerusalem under Muslim control but
promised safety for Christian pilgrims who vsited the city

Second Crusade Mussim tersiton
1147-1149 I:l around the v
time:
First Crusade

o T

Critical-Thinking Question:
Why did some crusaders approach the
Holy Land by land while others
approached it by sea?
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i E5FESZ FISFE E5EEEgE Th& Ol\omans were a Turkish people who began
SE5527 £85E85 Z3EEEse uild an empire after the decline of the Seljuk
SRE5CE Fco888 S5Y5%sc Turk;mlh( 13th century. In the 14th century,
cEEEEE EELLL EEREcSE = they began to expand from their home base in
F255%5 ZEzEZE 5285851 T h e O t t oman E m e Asia Minor, moving aeoss rhz umpnmm straits.
2Z03ET Eiwe 22FisEZ p into Europe. They suffered a temporary setback
258255 E2BEe SEEIEARS - When the Mongol eader Tamerlane defered he
52858 5328 §.5825% LI Ottoman sultan Bayazid at Angora in 1402. A

Z E 285083 E-2% FEz38%3 = period of cml var lsting alnost  decade ensucd
3 2EZF8% Fagc gEZEBLRS = 3 fter the def ded when the for
25 222253 gE%L 2E2:gs> o after the it ended when the forces.
e ® 528 a5 H 5 % gE ’é‘; z Eg Ed = a5 -\ g;l:‘nnzd‘la:n;umyd victorious and reunited «m
g EEEM 223E $32885% 3]
£e £5ig g. SERE 7 % 22795 o, ;e - ‘The Ottomans avoided confrontation with the
E9 H 3 287 E5Z7ezs =1 - Byzantine Empire until the mid-15th century, when
58 oBgEE~ REZs EEEC%EZ —_— _*
=1 SnEBEF  BEE3 oRIg3EE o a massive army under Mehmed If besieged and
eg £5584:% Zo5E HZE23.7 n ~ 3 =¥ captured the Byzantine capital of Constantinople-
B BER7EE £2BS SREIsSE H o2 =3 et that grcatly sl Chrisian Frope.
sz 0 EE2ZyE SEEE Zositia = o —* ‘The Ottomans then turned their attention to the
sh& 22 To2Z 2525 FE5RE¥sE £ = (1) Balkans, taking most of the territory in Morea,
Fed 2 FE3EE 83z T8 § Sgez w —_— Rumelia, and Bulgaria while advancing northwest
s 8 £52%gF SgEf gEzEEE @ m — towards Serbia and Hungary. Over the next 71
si T+ TeEFER  ZE5%F «89BIi:z o) w years or so, the Ottomans consolidated their con-
Zo 4 =SEvfy FHi:c CEREZZ » L 5 *rean trol over Asla Minor while also extending thelr
Ses3 §SEzz LT8R FgEgci - - Wi TUMES empire to include Syria, Egypt, and the Crimea.
% E5 23E Lz2fZ (EoEzE A
223 252 T EESEF  f4EEs K] e > B = o) ! SAFAVID Under the famous ruler Suleiman the Magnificent
<5 & £2zif iz Ggess% Io? ~N A — EMPIRE (1520-1566), the Ottomans expanded their empire
58 gizi: = EH & EBEcRAY oo Cll\ g = =¥ exen further,galning contrl of Mesopotamia and
1= ZE2%2 g 2Egs ey also defeated the
55 F2gfE EEEF et = - o (1) Tovets ot Hunganan o Tesdr Lot 1 ot the bt of
=0 s3%3F SgET Z52:Ef¢ W Mohacs in 1526, ending the once formidable
2 & 38sii £if EEESER =] o) H Empire. Under Sul the Ot
g 285%s E38F ESEfcE7 171 jungarian Empire. Under Suleiman, the Ottoman
=3 22537 FEs A BEci2% (=] Empire reached a peak both in terms o( mllnary
a8 S3=g8 5522 sEgECE . ‘might and territory controlled. The Ott
o829 g522E ESsE REg 3%E = armics owed much of ther success 1o thelr pow-
s E 2E57E z:iE E Sg erful cavalry and 1o an elite infantry known as
SSEBFR EEZE Sgegzd Janissaries, who were extremely skilled in the use
£7 £E285 EE25F  ZEgR § H . = 1) of artillery and firearms. The Ottomans also
5 53988 g5Z2 FaEgsg > (2! - Ottoman Turks, 1300 -1359 eveloped a strong navy that helped capture the
L85z &58cg FEEASE =3 —1y islands of Cyprus, Crete, and Rhodes in the
=3 EEEES £85S SE=mgi 2 qo) Mediterranean. Although they were no longer able
g TERET EREL  GFEizE i - Ottoman Empire, 1453 10 add to their empire after the 17th century, the
] 2258 §EEE :25sz:z Fi (D) Ottomans continued t rle o the carly 20in
552 ZE2 22 ntury-a reign lasting more than r
g2 LaiEr gizs cimEt 2 ] tons st 153-1520 S npiaf e s e ot e
S3- EEEE P %E%’%z% 8 & e d OCEAN
SEIEZ 285 FF5ZEC ands added ! s P —
g =7 el gEr: REl :;E Suleiman the Magnificent | o = Critical-Thinking Question:
$2 8E cgis gE8ECE 1520-1566 What obstacle(s) might have prevented
$% %o g25F ZEITER the Ottomans from expanding their
fe 4T FEZE °g® =¥ empire further to the east? To the north?
- &z = E 3 z To the south?
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During the first few centuries of the second millen-
aj

emerged as important seaports and hubs for inter-
national trade. Florentine merchants leveraged their
jon as ta collectors for the Vatican to trans-

Rieniaissance

l 12 | A banking. As the Italian peninsula gradually became
P

the crossroads for international trade and com-
merce, the cities also began to amass great wealt
residents of these cities were also exposed 1o pec
ples and goods from many different countrics. By
the 15th century, Italian cities had become some of
the most cosmopolitan in the world.

DUCHY e Renaissance ltalians were often fiercely loyal to their
OF SAVOY T - local city. In addition, neither the Vatican nor the

¢ Holy Roman Empire was strong enough at the time
to enforce any kind of unity on the Italian peninsula.
As a result, Renaissance Italy was composed of sev-

city-states in Italy included the Republic of Venice,
the Duchy of Milan, the Kingdom of Naples, the
Republic of Florence, and the Papal States. These
‘major city-states tended to wield great influence
over smaller, nearby city-states. The men who ruled
these city-states exercised king-like power, con-
manding governmental functions such as fevying
taxes and amassing an army. They also compete
sienuausly with one another to become the preemi-
d

also began to sponsor artists as a means to increase
their social standing and notoriety.

“The lack of centralized power on the Italian peninsula
and the continual squabbling between city-states

/ m
KINGDOM | Charles VIl invaded Italy in 1494, subjugating m:
. of the city-states. In the 16th century, ltaly became the
OF NAPLES ~ ‘main battleground in the struggle for dominance
= betyween France and the Holy Roman Empire.
~ Benevenio

h = Naples
INGROM OF | - = Critical-Thinking Question:
SARDIHIA | ) As self-governing entities, the Italian city-states
(Spaniahi remained relatively isolated from one another.
What geographic features contributed to their
isolation from the rest of Europe?

Tyrrhenian
|
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